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4L TROPHY, the first sportive and 
humanitarian student event of Europe ! 
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The 4LTrophy is a competition exclusively reserved for students. The trophy has its 
origins in the purest tradition of African Racing rallies and is open to Renault 4L. The 
teams will follow a new route marked out by the organization, but kept confidential 
until D-day. Participants will be driving in the Moroccan desert from February 19th to 
March 1st. 
 
The technical and administrative organization as well as the technical, mechanical 
and medical assistance and management are provided by the company Désertours, 
the specialist in adventure racing since 1985. Desertours organizes adventure tours 
and events such as the Roses des Sables Trophy. 
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Organizer : Desertours 
 

Desertours is a tour-operator offering trips all over the world: Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya, Namibia, Venezuela, Thailand, the USA, Madagascar, 
Dakar, etc. 
A specialist in Adventure racing, this company, based in St Jean de Luz, 

has been managed by Jean Jacques Rey since its creation in 1985 and employs 10 
staff members at the head office throughout the year. 
 
Jean Jacques Rey is an experienced car and motor bike rally driver (Paris-Dakar, 
Pharaons Rally, Tunisia Rally, etc…); for the past 20 years he has been organizing 
adventure raids in Africa, Asia and South America. He is in charge of the sporting, 
technical and logistics organization of the Trophy and supervises the event. 
 
Specialized in organizing tours and events such as the Roses des Sables Trophy, the 
Désertours team includes “free lance” assistants with thirty mechanics, physicians 
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and has a support fleet of 4-wheel drives. The management also has a semi trailer, a 
mechanical shop van, a truck and a helicopter for communication on the trophy to the 
media. 
 
Coorganizer : ESC RENNES School of Business 
 

 “Raid 4L Event, 4L Trophy coordination” is an organization of students 
that belongs to the ESC Rennes School ob Business. Thirty students 
worked all the year to organize this event by helping Désertours. 
 

Assistance & logistics 
 
The 4L Trophy benefits from the organization and assistance of professionals 
including:  

·  Event management  
·  Race stewards’ vehicles  
·  Physicians’ vehicles  
·  Mechanics’ vehicles  
·  Track opening vehicles  
·  Track closing vehicles  
·  TV production vehicles 
·  Press vehicles  
·  4-wheel drive support truck  
·  Mechanical shop truck  
·  Helicopter  
 

All the members of the organization are connected by VHF and satellite telephone  
 
The organization: Safety & prevention  
 

The 4LTrophy is organized by a team of professionals. 
Safety requirements are complied with, based on a system 
inspired by Rally-Racing.  
The organization is responsible for the safety of the 4L 
Trophy tracks. 
Even if speed is excluded, surprise checks will be done on 

the course, and any breach of the rules will be punished and may lead to the 
exclusion of the competitors who present a danger to others. 
Use of the safety belt is mandatory throughout the event. 
A medical team will ensure prevention (individual record sheet filled out at departure), 
check the number of water bottles per day and per participant, and take care of any 
medical assistance during the race. 
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The 4LTrophy is also an action towards others. 
 
Beyond the adventure and sporting dimension, competitors also participate for social 
and humanitarian reasons. 



 
This document is the property of 4L Trophy™ 

All rights reserved 

 
As a constructive approach to help the local populations who 
host us, the 4L Trophy organization has entered into a 
partnership with the “Enfants du désert” organization, 
created and led by Laetitia and Emmanuel Chevallier. This 
organization knows the field perfectly and maintains 
privileged contacts with the local organizations for the 

purpose of assessing and meeting the needs as best as possible, as well as 
managing in the most effective manner the collection, forwarding, distribution of the 
material and its follow-up, to better support the children.  
The organization has enabled the schooling of several hundred children thanks to the 
4L Trophy as also other events like the Roses des Sables Trophy.  
Each team must collect and forward 50 kg of humanitarian gifts and 25 kg per 
motorbike or quad bike to the children Southern Morocco. 
 
Anne-Sophie Lapix is the patron of the organization. 
 
List of Supplies 
 

50 kg of humanitarian gifts by car must be forwarded by the 
teams to the southern region of Morocco. 
 
The “Enfants du désert” organization and the Southern 
Morocco organizations with which we are partners, have 
requested from us, for this 12th edition of the 4L Trophy, the 

materials described below, as well as school stationery in a backpack or a schoolbag, 
to provide education to the children. 
 
- Hygiene products (soap, shower gel, shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste.) 
- Shoes and clothing: new or in good condition 
- Educational games (board games, card games…) 
- School Material (schoolbag of supplies: pens, erasers, folders, note-books…) 
 
These materials will be delivered locally to Morocco, either to organizations 
responsible for redistributing the gifts or they will be directly distributed to the desert 
schools. 
 
Follow- up 
 
The “Enfants du désert” organization regularly and frequently travels locally to 
supervise the follow-up of the supplies sent. 
In 2008, more than 58 tons of material forwarded enabled the schooling of a large 
number of children. The Southern Moroccan children are counting on you to continue 
with these actions in 2009 and help the largest number. 
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The 4L Trophy has a “Press” center based in Paris. 
In addition, it has a communication plan and the tools to provide maximum visibility 
before, during and after the event. 
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The 4LTrophy conveys a dynamic image of adventure and surpassing oneself 
through an event with high potential. 
 

·  A press room with free access, and the different press releases to the press.  
·  During the Trophy, online report of the event with photographs as well as the 

provisional ranking. 
 
The press 
 
The press service of the Roses des Sables Trophy has a database of more than a 
thousand contacts. It sends out press releases on the Trophy events and handles all 
the relationships with the media. 
 
Audio-visual 
 

An image production and distribution company records the 
entire Trophy event, and will circulate the images to the 
national and international channels. 
A team of professional photographers will provide the photo 
follow-up of the event for circulation in the newspapers, 
magazines and on Internet.  
In 2009, the organization is planning, as in 2008, a daily 

broadcast on the race on a major television channel and a national radio. All the 
information will be communicated to the participants before the departure. 
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To participate to the Raid 4L Trophy, each participant must imperatively match the 
following criteria: 
 
- Be a student 
- Between 18 to 28 years old 
- Full ‘s driver license 
- Valid and up-to-date passport 
 
The first two requirements must be met at the time of the pre registration. 
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All you nedd to do is to fill in the online pre registration application form : 
www.4ltrophy.com/privi (“Prenez part à l’Aventure” icon in the left side of the 4L 
Trophy website). Upon reception of this form with an advance fees check of 400€, 
you will receive a confirmation email and later a letter with your crew number (you 
can also pay by phone with your credit card : 0033 5 59 47 47 47). 
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Adress for sending the application form : 
 
Désertours 
4L Trophy Organisation 
47 boulevard Pierre Benoît – BP 331 
64500 Ciboure 
France 
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Final payment and registration will occur in December. You will receive everything at 
your address in November. You will have to send it back to Désertours before 
December 15th. No more registration will be accepted after this date. You can also 
buy the cancellation insurance from Désertours for 92€, but it is not mandatory. 
And last a repatriation insurance will be mandatory for 90€. 
 
Warning : December 31st, the organization will ask for several documents such as : 
vehicle insurance, driver’s license numbers, passports numbers… please make sure 
these administrative tasks are done on your list of plans. 
 
If you decide to stop, you must imperatively send to us a certified mail (with 
confirmation of delivery) containing you wish to stop the adventure before December 
15th. You will be pay back 400€ less 50€ of administrative fees. 
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In this part, we will give you all the tricks and tips necessary to set up your team, all 
the elements which will help you save time in order to be ready for the departure. 
All this is only advice. Let your imagination and spirit of initiative drive you in this 
project. 
 
Once you have formed your team, it is necessary to communicate in order to find 
sponsors for your team!  
 

·  How can you communicate?  
A brochure is an essential tool, as it will emphasize the seriousness and 
credibility of your project. Moreover many companies will request this brochure 
from you. So this is your first priority. 

 
This is how you can structure your brochure:  

 
·  Presentation of the Trophy. 
·  Outline of your organization using a flow chart along with your contact 

details. With CV of the driver and the co-driver and letter of motivation 
of commitment. 

·  Your log book: some 6,000 km if you leave from Paris. 
·  Assets of your organization: responsiveness, commitment… and  
·  especially relief.  
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·  Request for financing by specifying the amount of inserts 
·  Your estimated budget 
·  Letter confirming your commitment  
·  (important for credibility) 

 
You can use other very visible and friendly mediums: 
 

·  A logo: Your organization can be symbolized by a logo, a name,  
·  A slogan… 
·  Poster: Flyers, posters and other similar communication tools  
·  An Internet site is also a very good communication tool. 
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Feel free to indulge yourself! Wear clothes with colors representative of your 
organization by adding your logo and those of your partners. Likewise, we advise you 
to make business Contact Cards listing the companies which you have already 
approached, to remember what you have requested from them. This will enable you 
to be up to date in your campaign and avoid contacting the same party several times.  

 
Feel free to make your own village departure on a square or at a site with plenty of 
traffic (stage animations on your relief action, parades, a departure ceremony … Be 
creative).  
 
This will give your partners the opportunity to be present. They will be most delighted.  
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Contact the local press, local televisions, and local radios in order to make yourself 
known in your area. To contact them, write press releases, at regular intervals, 
explaining the progress of your project. If you decide on a village departure, this is a 
very good means of attracting the media. 
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Creating a non-profit organization (1901 law): why? 
 

·  Once this structure is set up, the planning, organization, management and 
control of the operations are much easier to manage.  

 
·  The organization status confers on you rights with regard to the Treasury 

Department and administration. 
This is very important when you approach potential sponsors: your project 
gains more credibility. 
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·  This structure will enable you to cash checks received from potential partners. 
Indeed, it would be very difficult for companies to pay you money on a purely 
personal basis.  
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Creating an organization hardly takes more than twenty minutes. You just have to go 
to the prefecture of your department. A minimum of two persons are required to 
create an organization (a president and a treasurer). You will have to fill out a form 
relating to the creation of a non-profit organization indicating the members of the 
board and the object of your organization. It will take at least fifteen days for your 
organization’s name to be validated (a name already registered or reserved cannot 
be used). 
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Registration fees amount to: 
 

·  Before march 31th : 2850€ 
·  From april 1st to May 31th : 2900€ 
·  From june 1st to December 15th : 3100€ 
 

These rates include: 
 

·  driver, co-driver and vehicle registration  
·  organization  
·  race  
·  boat tickets (round trip) for the crossing of  

the Straits of Gibraltar in Fast Ferry  
·  Medical assistance 

Half-board accommodation in Morocco 
(dinners, nights and breakfasts)  

·  Prize award  
·  Gala evening  
·  Communication and media coverage of the Trophy  
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Here an example of the 2009 budget structure:  
 

Registration 
expenses * 
(starting from 
the Algeciras 
harbor) 

3100 € *  

These prices include:  
·  Accommodation (hotel or bivouac in 
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half-board)  
·  The round trip boat ticket  
·  Technical assistance  
·  Medical assistance 

 
Renault 4L 1810 € 
Repatriation 
insurance 

 90 € 

journey 
expenses  

800 € 

Tools/accessor
ies 

200 € 

 
This is only an estimated budget; it can change according to your needs. 
 
For your Financing, you can for instance allocate the amount as follows: 
 

·  (Right and Left) front wings 1000 €  
·  (Right and Left) rear wings 1000 €  
·  Front hood 1500 €  
·  Rear doors 1500 €  
·  Rear hood 1000 €  
 

>> Total 6000 € 
 
This estimate is given as an example. 
 
You can also make changes to your budget structure according to the financing (e.g.: 
Front hood: SOLD) 
This adds credibility to your file as well as the confirmation of your pre-registration 
which gives your race number and confirms to your potential partner that you will be 
on the starting line. 
We can provide you with documents to help you structure and support your file. 
In order to leave nothing to chance, feel free to contact us for any additional 
information. 
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March 31st  End of “sneak preview” registrations 
(2850€) 

May 31st  End of “privilege” registrations (2900€) 
December 

15th  
End of final registrations 

February 
18th and 19th  

Departure villages at Paris & Bordeaux 

February 
19th 12.00 

Departure of the 4L Trophy 12th edition 
 

February 
21st  

Check point, meeting and briefing in 
the south of Spain (Algéciras) 
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February 
21st & 22nd  

Algeciras - Tangier boat journey and 
first stage of the raid 

From 
February 

21st to 27th  
5 stages in Southern Morocco 

February 
28th  

Gala evening and prize award 

March 1st Boat journey and return to Europe 
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The competitors are responsible for their vehicle’s technical 
preparation for the Trophy. The 4L must have the original 
engine. Any improvement to the car safety and reliability are 
allowed as long as safety requirements required in the 
highway code are met. 
 

 
Required equipment 
 
2 kg extinguisher (Powder type conforming to NF) 
2 spare wheels 
1 jerrycan of 20 liters 
2 approved safety belts 
2 towing eyes, one at the front and one at the back 
1 5m tow rope 
1 tool kit 
 
Compulsory kit of survival 
 
1 compass 
1 signaling triangle 
2 signaling jacket 
1 signaling mirror 
2 survival blanket 
1 cigarette lighter or torch 
1 map of Morocco (Michelin) 
2 distress torches (both must be the type of torch that flare up on their own, none that 
you must wave on your hands) 
1 first aid kit including sun lotion (skin + lips) 
 
Useful advice 
 
Tire size : 130 x 75 
A flashlight 
 
It’s strongly advised to install aluminium protection plates (3 to 5 millimeters thick) 
under the car. These should be fitted at the front to protect the engine and the back 
of the fuel tank. 
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Establish a partnership with a garage, in order to get help to renovating your 4L and 
to prepare it for the raid. 
 
Do not lower the vehicle, but instead make it stronger… 
 
A vehicle inspection will take place at the departure point. The competitors must 
present the registration document, the technical safety inspection of the vehicle, a 
driving license and car insurance certificate for the vehicle to be able to pass through 
the administrative checks. 
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For further information, contact us : 
 
Désertours 
4L Trophy Organisation 
47 boulevard Pierre Benoît – BP 331 
64500 Ciboure 
France 
 
Phone : 0033 5 59 47 47 47 
Fax : 0033 5 59 47 47 46 
agence@desertours.com 
 
 
Raid 4L Evenement 
4L Trophy Coordination 
2 rue Robert d’Arbrissel 
35065 Rennes cedex 
France 
 
Phone : 0033 2 23 46 88 32 
Fax : 0033 2 99 54 59 13 
contact@4ltrophy.com 
 

 


